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Amendments to the Claims 

Claim 1 (Currently amended): A method of facilitating the formation of agricultural 

contracts for the future contracting of agricultural commodities using the Internet comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) providing a Web server connected to the Internet; 
| (b) providing, in operative communication with the server, a centralized datflhmre syQtAtn for 
the storage and retrieval of data; 

(c) storing data in the database system relating to types and amounts of agricultural 

commodities fe} desired by one or more potential ajgricultural commodity buyers 

and a dooirodcstablishing a defined all oca tion of an amount of a type of agricultu ral 
commodity available to -a user of the system according tn at l east one allocation 
parameten | 

£dL=in response to a command input into the system, displaying a listing of desired 

commodities including information related to the types, amounts available or deliveries 
committed o f the commodities ; 

(d) £et in response to input frnp_the user, the system selects a spe cific contract program: 

ffl whdeafter being provided the ability tn revie^ listings on the svstei^receiviTip input data 
from a potential supplier for an agricultural commodity relating to a specific type and 
amount of a commodity which the supplier is willing to grow or s upply to the buyer at 
harvest or at other times; 

(eft comparing the input data jrnrfl the supplier with c urrent data from the hnver. including 
desired type, amount available, and an allocation parameter: 

(he) if the innut data from a supplier does not qu alify as to current type, amount, and 
allocation paramftter. requiring resubmission of at leas t sqme ^nput data from that ; 
producer for that supplier to continue : 

(e) £0 if input data qualifies as to the current type. amount T smc\ ag nation parameter- g enerating 

a pending ag ricultural production contract for th e sal e of tho ^ specific type and amount 

i 
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Of the commodity to be grown or provided by the supplier te-for the buve r f pre view amj 
considera tion by buver and supplier: and 
(\) dynamically and in substantially real time a utomatically decrementing the current am ount 
available for contracting pach time a pe nding contract is issued . 

Claim 2 (Original): The method of claim 1 wherein information inputted into the system is 
inputted via a Web browser. 

Claim 3 (Original): The method of claim 1 wherein information inputted into 
the system is inputted via an applet in Java or another program language. 

Claim 4 (Original): The method of claim 1 wherein the agricultural commodities are 
comprised of agricultural products. , 

Claim 5 (Original): The method of claim 1 wherein the agricultural commodities are 
comprised of commodity grains or oilseeds. 

Claim 6 (Original): The method of claim 1 wherein the agricultural commodities are 
comprised of fruits or vegetables. 

Claim 7 (Original): The method of claim 1 wherein the agricultural commodities are 
comprised of animals or fish. 

Claim 8 (Original): The method of claim 1 wherein the agricultural commodities are 
comprised of horticultural products or ornamental plants. 

Claim 9 (Original): The method of claim 4 wherein the step of storing data in the database 
system relating to types and amounts of agricultural commodities further comprises the steps of: 
storing data identifying a quantity of agricultural products desired by the buyer, and 
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storing data related to a desired allocation of the quantity of agricultural products among a 
plurality of areas. 

Claim 10 (Original): The method of claim 4 wherein the step of displaying a listing of desired 
commodities further comprises the steps of: 
displaying a listing of desired agricultural products 
available in desired areas; and 

updating the listing to reflect a change in data as a result of contracting between the supplier and 
the buyer. 

Claim 11 (Original): The method of claim 1 wherein the contract generated is a paper contract. 

Claim 12 (Currently amended): The method of claim 1 wherein the contract generated is an 
electronic contract with mul^pfc st ages of approval bv hcfth parties after the-inout is system 
validated by the system and is executed e xecut e usinft digital signatures. 

Claim 13 (Currently amended): A method of facilitating and tracking the contracting of 
formation of agricultural contracts for t he future contracting of agricultural crops using a wide 
area distributed network comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a centralized database system for the storage and retrieval of data; 

(b) storing data related to the number of acres or bushels of agricultural crops desired 
by one or more agricultural commodity buyers and establishing a desired allocation of an 
amount of a type of agricultural product av ailable to a user of the svstein , according to at 
least one allocation, nai;aineter: 

(c) storing data related to the number of acres or bushels of the agricultural crops 
committed for the production of the crops by one or more! growers; 
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(d) displaying a listing of the desired crops including information related to the 
number of acres or bushels desired and the number of acres or bushels already committed; 

(e) receiving input data from a grower relating to a specific amount of the crop which 
the grower is willing to commit to the desired agricultural cro p, compafl n fl the iTip ijfi dara 
from the grower with current data from a buver regarding type, amount, and allreatinn 
parameter* and 

if input data docs not qualify as to current type. amount, and allocation , 
parameter, requfrinp resubmission o f at leas t some in put data from that grower for that 
grower to continue 

(2) if input data does Qualify as fo current type, amaiint T a nd allocation 
parameter, generating a pending agricultural production c ontract for a specific tvne and 
amount of the crop to be produced hv the grower for the buver for review and 
consideratio n bv buver and grower:* 

uiiw 

(0 if a pending contract is issued bv agreement of t he buyer and grower n updating the 
data in the database to reflect the additional acres committed by the grower as indicated in 
the input data so that the listing of the desired crops can be displayed in real time showing 
the allocation of acres or bushels committed to the desired crop. 

Claim 14 (Currently amended): The method of claim 13 further comprising 
electronically managing delivery times and method s hv huvet; ynput and inclusion Into a 
contract . 

j 

t 
i 
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Claim 15 (Currently amended): The method of claim 13 further comprising electronically 
managing quality data for growing or delivered product s bv baver inpnr and inclusion into a 
contract 

I 

Claim 16 (Currendy amended): The method of claim 13 wherein a material term of foe 
contract includes pricii^ further comprising electronically pricing the contract based on a 
variable. 

Claim 17 (Original): The method of claim 16 wherein the variable is selected from the set 
comprising time of delivery and a quality measure. 

Claim 18 (Original): The method of claim 13 wherein the centralized database system is 
installed on an Internet Web server, and users of the database system access the database system 
via an Internet Web browser. 

Claim 19 (Original): The method of claim 18 wherein the centralized database system is 
installed on an Internet Web server, and users of the database system access data using Java or 
another applet. 

Claim 20 (Original): The method of claim 13 wherein the agricultural crops further comprise 
agricultural products. 

Claim 21 (Currently amended): The method of claim 13 further comprising the step of 
allocating among a plurality of elevators t he stored data relating to the number of acres of 
agricultural crops desire d among a plurality of olovators . 

Claim 22 (Currently amended): The method of claim 13 further comprising the step of 
allocating Hrte-h^distinct geographic regions the data related to the number of acres of the 
agricultural crops desired. 
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Claim 23 (Original): The method of claim 13 further comprising the step of allocating the data 
according to one of the following: 

product type, time of delivery, method of delivery, end-user buyer. 
Claim 24 (withdrawn) 

Claim 25 (Currently amended): An apparatus fo r the formation of agricultural cnnti^ts fnr 
the future contracting fei^agricultural commodities over a wide area distributed network 
comprising: 

(a) an application/web server; 

(b) a database server; 

(c) a communications link between the application/web server and the database server 
and the wide area distributed network; 

(d) one or more remote user terminals; 

(e) software on computer storage medium which facilitates: 

(f) storing data in the database system relating to types and amounts of agricultural 
commodities desired by one or more agricultural commodity buyers and establishiq fl a 
desired allocation of a amount of a tvne of flfyicnlt ural commodity available to a usei; of 
the apparatus accordip fl to at least one al^pcation Parameter : 

(g) in response to a command input into the system, displaying a listing of desired 
commodities including information related to the types, amounts or deliveries of the 
commodities; 

(h) receiving input data from a supplier of an agricultural commodity relating to a 
specific type and amount of a commodity which the supplier is willing to supply to the 
buyer at harvest or at other times; 

ill comparing me, jpput data from th e supplier with currenf data from the buver 1 

include type, flmou?t r and alloca tion parameter: 

( ft if input data does not qualify a s to current type, fuflount and allocation parameter T 
requirinp resubmission of at least some in put data from that producer for that producer to 
continue: 
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ifinput data qualifies as to current typ e, amount, and allnctf r™ ^mrprtor 
generating a pgndin^contractfor the sale of the specific type and-amount of th 
commodity to be produced bv the supplier tefor the buvei r for review anrj ronsideratfon by 
buyer anrj s upplier: and 

(]) dynamically and in substantially real time automatically decrementing the current 
quantity available for cpntraeting t»ach ri me a pending contract is issne^ 

Claim 26 (Currently amended) : A system fo r the formation of agricultural contracts for thp. 
future contracting ^^agricultural commodities over a wide area distributed network 
comprising: 

(a) a central computer system in operative communication with a wide area 
distributed network; 

(b) a plurality of widely distributed seller computers in operative cornmunication with 
the wide area distributed network; 

(c) a plurality of widely distributed buyer computers in operative communication with 
the wide area distributed network; 

(d) a database stored on said central computer system containing data related tQ 
specific type and amount of a commodity which the seller is willing to supply to the 
buyer at harvest or at other times, and types and amounts of agricultural commodities 
desired by one or more agricultural commodity buyer s, and estaflfohing a desire<ji 
allocation of a Quantity of a type of agricultural product av ailable to a user of system , 
according to at least one s tation parameter : 

(e) so that, in response to a command input into the system, buyers and sellers can 
form contracts related to the types, amounts or deliveries of the commodities bv: 

m the central computer comparing i^p ut dataifroTn , a seller with current data 
from tfae buyer related to tvpe 1 q uantity, and aflqcarinn paran^tai^ 

(2) if the input data does not qualify as to current jjy pe T Quantity, and ^location 
parameter, requiring resubmission of at leastsome input da ta from the seller for tfrat 
seller to continue; 
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(3) if input data qualifies as to curre nt type, q uantity, and all ^atjon p arayifit^ 
generating a pending agricultural production contra foi^y^ y and consider^ ™ h y 
huver-and sell e j: 

ff) dynamically and in substtmtiafly r^al tiiqe autftmq ticallv decrementing the current 
quantity available for contract^ ^ch time a pendin g contract i s ism^d 

Claim 27 (Original): The system of claim 26 further comprising a software security component 
to restrict access to the system. 

Claim 28 (Original): The system of claim 27 wherein the software security component 
comprises varying levels of access to data by authorized users of the system. 

Claim 29 (New): The method of claim 1 further comprising converting a pending contract to 
a form of b inding contract upon acceptance of a buyer and a supplier. 

Claim 30 (New): The method of claim 1 wherein the allocation can change from time to 
time. 

Claim 31 (New): The method of claim 1 wherein the integrity of data in the database system 
in which data is entered using an Internet Web browser comprises the steps of: 
providing a control script which uses a limited amount of state data stored by the Internet 

browser during the execution of a task, the state data stored by the browser identifying a 

subset of master state data stored in the database system; 
entering the state data stored by the browser into the database system to update the subset of the 

master state data upon the completion of the task; and 
preventing the state data stored by the browser to be entered into the database system and 

updating the subset of the master data when the task is aborted by the user. 

Claim 32 (New): The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of requiring a supplier 
to reenter input data that does not qualify as to quantity and allocation parameter. 

i 
i 
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Claim 33 (New) The method of claim 1 further comprising automatically decrementing the 
database uponfonnation of a contract. 

Claim 34 (New): The method of claim 1 further comprising providing security levels to 
restrict access to the system. 

Claim 35 (New): The method of claim 34 wherein the security comprises varying levels of 
access to data by authorized users of the system* 

Claim 36 (New): The method of claim 1 further comprising a plurality of buyers and a 
plurality of suppliers. 

Claim 37 (New): The method of claim 1 further comprising generating a message for a 
buyer or supplier relative to an allocation parameter. 
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